UK Banks & Building Societies Offering Inheritance or
Probate Loans (2026)

Most mainstream UK banks and building societies do not offer dedicated “inheritance
loans” or probate/executor loans to customers as of 2026[1]. In the past, some banks
provided short-term advances to executors (often to pay an inheritance tax bill before
probate), but high-street banks have largely withdrawn from inheritance lending[2].
Instead, they focus on bereavement services — e.g. guiding executors, releasing funds from
the deceased’s accounts for taxes or bills, or referring to estate administration services —
rather than issuing new loans secured against an expected inheritance[3][4]. Below is a list
of major UK banks/building societies and what they currently provide in this area, including
any limited loan offerings and their key features, eligibility, application process, and
notable conditions:

Barclays

e Type of loan offered: No dedicated inheritance or probate loan product.
Barclays does not provide loans secured against a future inheritance or estate;
instead, its wealth management division offers probate advisory services (estate
valuations, guidance for executors)[3]. In other words, Barclays will help you
navigate probate but does not lend money against an expected inheritance payout.

o Key features: Bereavement support only. Barclays can assist executors by, for
example, releasing funds from the deceased’s Barclays accounts directly to
HMRC to settle inheritance tax (if sufficient funds are available) —this is done under
the “direct payment scheme” prior to probate[5][6]. However, Barclays will
generally not advance cash to you in anticipation of inheriting assets[3]. Any
borrowing would have to be through standard products (e.g. a personal loan or
mortgage) subject to normal criteria, since there is no special inheritance loan
package.

e Eligibility requirements: Not applicable — since no specific inheritance loan exists.
Barclays’ probate support services are available to the deceased’s personal
representatives (executors/administrators) handling the estate. If the deceased
held >£50,000 with Barclays, a Grant of Probate will be required for full account
access|[7], but no probate loan is offered — only assistance with estate accounts.

e Application process: If you are an executor dealing with a Barclays estate, you
would notify Barclays’ bereavement team and use their guidance services (or
Barclays Wealth advisors for high-value estates). There is no separate loan
application for inheritance financing at Barclays[3]. Executors can fill out HMRC
form IHT423 to have Barclays pay inheritance tax from the decedent’s account
directly to HMRCJ[8][9]. For any other borrowing needs, you’d have to apply for a
normal loan with Barclays (which would involve credit checks, etc., and not be
secured against the estate).
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Notable limitations/conditions: Barclays will not lend against future
inheritance - a significant limitation for those seeking probate financing. They
exercise “flexibility” only in using existing account funds to pay estate expenses
like tax or funeral costs[5]. Beyond that, customers expecting an inheritance must
use their own funds or seek specialist lenders if they need an advance. In short,
Barclays’ role is limited to guidance and facilitating payments but not providing
inheritance loans|[3].

HSBC

Type of loan offered: No inheritance advance or executor loan product. HSBC
does not offer any specialized “probate loan” or inheritance advance to
beneficiaries. Instead, HSBC provides a bereavement support service to help
executors manage the deceased’s accounts and access funds forimmediate
estate expenses, but they do not lend money against a future inheritance
distribution[3][10].

Key features: HSBC’s bereavement team can, for example, pay certain bills
directly from the deceased’s HSBC accounts - such as funeral costs or
Inheritance Tax, provided the account held sufficient funds[11][12]. (HSBC
confirms that “Yes. We can pay inheritance tax on your behalf if sufficient funds are
available in the deceased’s account.”[13].) This direct payment to HMRC helps
avoid needing a loan when the estate has liquid assets. However, HSBC will not
advance new credit secured on the estate. If an executor or beneficiary needs
cash before probate, they would have to qualify for a normal personal loan or
overdraft based on their own income/credit, since HSBC has no dedicated
inheritance loan offering[3].

Eligibility requirements: HSBC’s probate support services are available to
executors or next of kin handling an HSBC customer’s estate. There is no separate
eligibility for a loan (since none is offered specifically for probate). To use the direct
payment service for IHT, the executor must provide the IHT reference and relevant
forms (IHT423) to HSBC; HSBC will then transfer the funds to HMRC if the
deceased’s account has enough balance[14][6]. No credit check or loan
security is involved for this service (it’s the deceased’s money being used).

Application process: The executor or representative would contact HSBC’s
bereavement support team (by phone or in branch) to notify the death and request
assistance. HSBC will then guide them - for example, instructing on how to have IHT
paid from the account. There is no loan application for inheritance purposes. Any
request for borrowing would fall under standard banking channels (e.g. applying for
a personal loan via HSBC’s normal process, which requires passing affordability
checks and is not tied to the inheritance).

Notable limitations/conditions: HSBC will not provide an advance against
estate assets - their supportis limited to the estate’s existing funds. If the estate’s
cash is insufficient to cover taxes or bills, HSBC’s guidance may be simply to pay
out of pocket or seek advice elsewhere[10]. They do offer inheritance planning
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advice for high-net-worth clients (e.g. HSBC Trust or Private Banking can advise on
estate planning), but no bridging finance for probate. Essentially, HSBC’s
bereavement service is administrative. Customers should note that no interest-
free or specialized loan is available from HSBC for probate, and any conventional
loan would make the individual (not the estate) liable.

Lloyds Bank

Type of loan offered: Inheritance Tax Loan (Probate Loan for executors).
Uniquely among major banks, Lloyds Bank (Private Banking) offers a short-term
Inheritance Tax Loan facility to executors[15]. This is essentially a
probate/executor loan designed to cover the inheritance tax (IHT) bill or other
immediate estate costs before probate, with the loan repaid from the estate once
it’s settled[16]. It is aimed at beneficiaries or executors who need to raise cash for
the estate’s obligations. (Lloyds does not advertise loans for beneficiaries’ personal
use of inheritance early — the offering is primarily to pay estate taxes or debts.)

Key features: Lloyds’ Inheritance Tax Lending is a short-term, interest-bearing
loan to bridge the gap until estate funds are accessible[16]. Loan amounts typically
correspond to the expected proceeds of the estate or the IHT liability (so that the
debt can be repaid when the estate assets are distributed). Repayment is required
once the estate is settled - in practice, the loan plus accrued interest is paid off
from the inheritance or from sale of estate assets[16]. During the term, borrowers
may not need to make monthly payments; interest can be rolled-up (capitalised)
and settled at the end from the estate proceeds. Lloyds notes that it can offer these
loans on an interest-only basis, with flexible repayment aligned to when assets are
liguidated[17][18]. Interest rates and fees are determined case-by-case (“pricing
reflects the specific proposal”) rather than a fixed APR, since this is a bespoke
lending service[19]. Typically, such loans may carry higher interest than standard
mortgages; one source notes bank probate loans often come with relatively high
interest rates and fees compared to other options[20]. Security/Collateral:
Lloyds may require security for the loan depending on circumstances —they can
accept a “wide range of assets” as collateral if needed (for example, property or
investments either in the estate or owned by the borrower)[21][22]. However, if the
estate is sufficient, the inheritance itself often acts as implicit security.

Eligibility requirements: Lloyds’ inheritance tax loan is offered through its Private
Banking/Wealth division. Lloyds specifies that its specialist lending services
(including probate loans) are available to clients with a high income or substantial
assets —e.g. atleast £100,000 annual income or £250,000 in savings/investments
(excluding property)[23]. In practice, this means the executor or beneficiary would
likely need to be a Lloyds Private Banking client or meet those thresholds to qualify.
The borrower must be 18+ and UK resident[22], and typically must be the estate’s
personal representative (executor/administrator) or a beneficiary entitled to a share
(with proof of the inheritance). Lloyds will assess the estate value and liabilities to
ensure the loan will be covered by the estate’s proceeds[24]. Notably, Lloyds has
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offered inheritance tax loans even when the borrower is not an existing retail client,
as long as the proposal meets their private banking criteria[25].

Application process: The executor/beneficiary would usually start by contacting
Lloyds Private Banking Specialist Lending or their Estate Administration team.
Lloyds will require documentation such as the will, death certificate, and HMRC’s
calculation of the inheritance tax due, as well as information on estate assets.
The process is bespoke: a Lloyds lending manager reviews the request
individually[26][19]. They will consider the overall wealth and the estate’s details to
propose loan terms. If approved, funds are typically disbursed directly to where
they are needed (for example, paying HMRC for the IHT bill or into an executor’s
account to pay probate expenses). The loan agreement will stipulate that it be
repaid once probate is granted and the estate funds are available (usually within 12
months, though this can vary). Because this is handled through private banking, the
process can be relatively specialized and may take some time and paperwork
(proof of inheritance, possibly personal guarantees or indemnities).

Notable limitations/conditions: Lloyds’ probate loan is limited to certain
clients and purposes. It is generally intended only to cover estate liabilities like
IHT, not to give beneficiaries an early “cash advance” for general use. It’s offered
under Lloyds Private Banking, so average customers may not have access unless
the estate or personal finances meet the eligibility thresholds[23]. The loan will
accrue interest (typically compound interest if it’s not paid until the end)[27], which
can significantly add to the cost if probate is delayed. Lloyds might also charge
arrangement fees. Borrowers may need to provide an undertaking that the loan will
be repaid from the estate and possibly other security or guarantees if the estate’s
assets are not straightforward[24]. Despite these conditions, Lloyds stands out as
one mainstream bank still actively offering a probate loan facility — as one
probate finance specialist notes, “Lloyds are unique in offering a loan for paying off
Inheritance Tax” among big banks[15]. This makes Lloyds an option for executors
facing a large tax bill, but the cost and eligibility constraints mean it’s not a
solution for everyone (many executors may still turn to specialist inheritance
finance companies or HMRC’s installment/deferral options[28]).

NatWest (including RBS)

Type of loan offered: Probate loan for Inheritance Tax (case-by-case). NatWest
does not publicly advertise an “inheritance loan” product, but historically it has
offered executor loans to cover inheritance tax or probate costs upon
request[29]. In practice, NatWest would provide a short-term advance to an
estate’s personal representatives so they can pay IHT or other urgent estate
expenses, with the understanding that the loan is repaid from the estate once
probate is obtained and assets are unlocked. This is essentially a type of bridging
loan for probate, rather than a formal consumer product. (NatWest does not offer
advances to beneficiaries purely to receive their inheritance early — any financing is
directed at settling the estate’s obligations.)
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Key features: A NatWest executor/probate loan would be a short-term advance,
typically up to the amount needed for the tax bill or critical expenses. It likely
functions as a bridge: repayment is due once the estate funds become
accessible, usually right after the Grant of Probate and asset liquidation. Interestis
charged for the interim period. While current interest rates are not published,
historically banks have charged a margin above base rate for such loans (e.g. base +
2% with an arrangement fee)[30]. The loan may accrue interest monthly; if not
serviced, interest could compound until repayment. No monthly repayments are
usually required on an executor loan - the debt can be settled in one lump sum from
the estate proceeds. NatWest might also levy a one-time setup fee. Because these
loans are not part of standard retail offerings, terms are handled on a case-by-case
basis, and interest costs can be relatively high (comparable to other short-term
credit). One executor noted that “banks would offer probate loans... but this market
has closed down; now specialist lenders offer loans similar to bridging finance”[31]
—indicating that any NatWest loan would resemble a bridge loan in cost/structure.

Eligibility requirements: NatWest’s probate loan (when available) has traditionally
been offered to executors/administrators responsible for an estate, and notably,
NatWest has been willing to help even if neither the deceased nor executors were
existing NatWest customers[32]. A solicitor on a discussion forum in 2016
confirmed that “NatWest still provide IHT loans regardless of whether the deceased
or the executors are clients of the bank.”[32]. In other words, NatWest has acted as
a lender of last resort for inheritance tax in some cases, provided the executor can
demonstrate that the estate has the means (assets/sale proceeds) to repay the loan
once probate is granted. The bank would require documentation: usually the HMRC
inheritance tax calculation (Forms IHT400/1HT421), the will (or intestacy proof),
and an application from the personal representatives. Credit approval might involve
evaluating the estate’s value rather than the executor’s personal finances, though
the executors could be asked to sign an indemnity. Today, this service is likely
handled through NatWest’s Premier or Private Banking channels or a specialist
team, and may be subject to internal lending criteria (the estate’s assets should be
sufficient and located in the UK, etc.).

Application process: There isn’t a public application form; instead, an executor in
need of an IHT loan would typically contact NatWest’s bereavement or estate
support team or speak to a NatWest branch/Premier manager. NatWest does offer
an “Estate Administration Service” (in partnership with Hugh James solicitors) for a
fee[33], but that service is about handling the estate, not financing. To actually
request a probate loan, one would likely be referred to NatWest’s lending
department after explaining the situation. The process may involve the executors
providing an estimate of the estate’s value and the IHT due. If NatWest agrees in
principle, they would draw up a short-term loan agreement. Often, the loan funds
are paid directly to HMRC (so the money goes to settle the tax, not into the
executor’s hands for other use)[29]. The executors would then repay NatWest from
the estate (for example, when the deceased’s property is sold or investment
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accounts are released after probate). Expect to sign an indemnity or guarantee that
ensures repayment. Because this is out-of-the-ordinary lending, it might take some
time and escalation within the bank to arrange (persistence is sometimes needed,
as anecdotal cases have shown)[34][35].

Notable limitations/conditions: NatWest no longer openly advertises probate
loans, and there are indications that high-street banks have generally exited this
market by the mid-2020s[1][31]. So while NatWest has a history of providing IHT
loans, customers may find availability on a discretionary basis only. The bank’s
default position now is to use the deceased’s own funds to pay tax (via direct
payment scheme) and otherwise have executors seek alternative solutions. Any
loan granted will come with conditions: NatWest may require a life insurance or
executor’s insurance to be in place or a charge over estate assets as security (this
was hinted in older practices)[29]. They will charge interest for the period of the
loan, and if probate or asset sales are delayed beyond expectation, interest costs
mount. Also, NatWest’s willingness to lend may cap at certain amounts or depend
on the overall risk — large estates with illiquid assets might be declined. In summary,
NatWest can sometimes arrange an inheritance tax loan on request, but this is
not guaranteed and not standardized in 2026. Executors should be prepared with
documentation and possibly explore alternatives too. (Royal Bank of Scotland,
being part of NatWest Group, would follow similar policies. There is no evidence of
Santander UK, Nationwide, or other building societies offering any comparable
probate loan; see below.)

Santander

Type of loan offered: None - no inheritance/probate-specific loan. Santander UK
does not offer inheritance loans or probate advances as a distinct productin
2026. They provide only the standard bereavement services: helping executors
close accounts and pay bills from the estate’s funds. There is no indication that
Santander will lend against a pending inheritance (and in fact, major UK banks
generally stopped offering such loans due to regulatory and commercial
reasons)[1][3].

Key features: Because there is no probate loan from Santander, there are no loan
features to describe. Any executor needing funds would have to rely on the
estate’s existing money or consider a personal loan. Santander, like other banks,
participates in the HMRC direct payment scheme — meaning if the deceased held
money in a Santander account, Santander can release funds from that account
directly to pay inheritance tax or probate fees before Grant of Probate, upon
request[14][6]. (This isn’t a loan; it’s using the decedent’s own funds to settle
liabilities.) Santander’s bereavement team can also arrange payment of funeral
expenses from the deceased’s account. But Santander will not advance new
credit to the executors just because an inheritance is due. If a beneficiary or
executor applied for a normal loan from Santander, they would need to meet the


https://www.theguardian.com/money/2002/sep/14/currentaccounts.saving1#:~:text=rather%20than%20dealing%20with%20the,the%20release%20of%20the%20money
https://www.theguardian.com/money/2002/sep/14/currentaccounts.saving1#:~:text=The%20lesson%20to%20be%20learnt,confusion%20within%20the%20banks%20themselves
https://www.probateloans.co.uk/do-banks-offer-inheritance-loans/#:~:text=UK%20high%20street%20banks%20have,available%20through%20traditional%20banking%20channels
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/tax/inheritance/how-to-pay-inheritance-tax-probate-avoid-interest-charges/#:~:text=In%20the%20worst%20case%20scenario%2C,of%20the%20estate%20as%20security
https://www.lawgazette.co.uk/news/freedom-of-will-possible-ways-of-raising-money-in-order-to-pay-inheritance-tax-/19668.article#:~:text=a%20change%20of%20attitude%2C%20due%2C,the%20bank%20might%20release%20funds
https://www.probateloans.co.uk/do-banks-offer-inheritance-loans/#:~:text=UK%20high%20street%20banks%20have,available%20through%20traditional%20banking%20channels
https://www.probateloans.co.uk/do-banks-offer-inheritance-loans/#:~:text=Here%E2%80%99s%20what%20major%20banks%20actually,through%20their%20private%20banking%20division
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/tax/inheritance/how-to-pay-inheritance-tax-probate-avoid-interest-charges/#:~:text=The%20most%20straightforward%20way%20to,called%20the%20direct%20payment%20scheme
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/tax/inheritance/how-to-pay-inheritance-tax-probate-avoid-interest-charges/#:~:text=Under%20the%20direct%20payment%20scheme%2C,inheritance%20tax%20bill%2C%20without%20probate

usual lending criteria (income, credit score, etc.), and the bank would treat it as
personal debt, not something automatically repaid from the estate.

Eligibility requirements: Not applicable (no special loan). All Santander offers in
this context is available to any executor of a deceased Santander customer: you
must provide death certificate and ID to access accounts, and if you want
Santander to pay the IHT bill from an account, you need to submit the official
IHT423 form and tax calculation. There is no special eligibility for a loan, since
none exists — executors who are also Santander customers could apply for a regular
unsecured loan, but again, that’s outside the scope of inheritance finance.

Application process: The executor should notify Santander’s Probate &
Bereavement team. They will guide how to get funds released for taxes or other
allowed expenses. There is no “inheritance loan” application. In practice, if an
estate’s cash is insufficient and one approached Santander for help, they would
likely suggest either using any available overdraft or applying for a personal loan
(subject to status) — but this would be separate from the estate (the borrower
would be personally liable). Santander’s published Bereavement Guide
emphasizes contacting them to discuss paying inheritance tax from the deceased’s
accounts (via their Probate and Bereavement Assist line)[36], rather than suggesting
any lending.

Notable limitations/conditions: Santander’s support is limited to what’s in the
deceased’s account. They will not lend money secured on future estate proceeds.
Any short-term funding gap is effectively the executor’s problem to solve via
other means. This is in line with industry trends — banks like Santander have moved
away from probate lending, partly because HMRC now allows executors to request
time to pay (installments or deferral) for inheritance tax instead of forcing them
to take loans[28]. The key limitation is that if an estate is asset-rich but cash-poor
(e.g. mostly property), Santander won’t bridge that gap — the executor might have to
use specialist probate finance companies or arrange a bridging loan elsewhere if
needed. Santander’s conditions for releasing funds it does hold are simply that they
pay HMRC or the funeral director directly (they won’t hand the executor money in
advance). No interest is charged for that service (since it’s the deceased’s money),
but delays in probate beyond six months can incur interest and penalties from
HMRC on any unpaid tax — so lack of a loan could be an issue if other resources
aren’t found. In summary, Santander offers no inheritance loan facility, only the
standard direct payment of IHT from the deceased’s assets and guidance through
the probate process[3].

Nationwide (and other Building Societies)

Type of loan offered: None. Mainstream building societies like Nationwide do not
provide inheritance or probate loans. Like the banks above, Nationwide’s role is
limited to handling the deceased’s accounts and assisting with payments of IHT or
expenses from those accounts when possible. There are no beneficiary advance
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loans or executor loan products in building societies’ portfolios (they focus on
savings and mortgages).

Key features: Nationwide and other building societies adhere to the direct
payment scheme for inheritance tax: they will release funds from the deceased’s
savings account to pay HMRC directly for any IHT due (and similarly to pay
funeral bills), as long as there is enough money in the account[14][6]. If, for
example, an estate owes £20,000 in tax and the deceased’s Nationwide account
has £20,000 or more, Nationwide can transfer that to HMRC without probate.
However, if the estate’s money is tied up in property or investments not with the
society, Nationwide won’t lend against those future proceeds. They also set a
probate threshold (around £50,000 for Nationwide) above which they require a
Grant of Probate to release any remaining balance to the estate or beneficiaries[37].
There is no interest-bearing loan provided; it’s either the deceased’s funds or
nothing. Any executor or beneficiary needing cash beyond what’s in the account
would have to use personal borrowing. Building societies generally do not offer
unsecured personal loans as widely as banks, and certainly not ones earmarked for
inheritance purposes.

Eligibility requirements: There is no loan eligibility to speak of. The only
requirement to use Nationwide’s bereavement services is to be the legitimate
executor/administrator. Present the death certificate and identification, and if you
want them to pay the inheritance tax, you’ll supply the IHT423 form and details of
the tax due. They will then check that the account has sufficient balance and make
the payment to HMRC. No credit check or collateral is involved since it’s not a loan.

Application process: The executor would inform Nationwide of the death (via their
bereavement notification process). To have IHT or probate fees paid out, the
executor fills in the appropriate HMRC forms and provides them to Nationwide.
Nationwide then processes a direct payment to HMRC for the tax. If the funds in
the account are not enough to cover the tax, Nationwide cannot assist further — at
that point, the executor might consider external financing or HMRC’s installment
plan for tax on property. Once probate is granted, the executor can withdraw any
remaining funds in the accounts to settle other liabilities or distribute to
beneficiaries. There is no separate “probate loan” department or application at
Nationwide, because the service is purely administrative.

Notable limitations/conditions: Building societies, including Nationwide, will
not extend credit against an expected inheritance. Their policies are actually
often more strict than banks regarding releasing funds prior to probate for anything
other than tax or funeral costs[38]. The only funds they will release pre-probate
go directly to pay IHT or approved expenses — never to an individual. So, a
beneficiary cannot walk into Nationwide and ask for an advance on their
inheritance. If the estate lacks liquidity, building societies won’t bridge the gap. As a
minor relief, building societies historically had low limits (e.g. £5,000) on what
they’d pay out pre-probate, but nowadays, under the agreed Direct Payment
Scheme, they will pay the full inheritance tax bill from the deceased’s account if
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needed[14][6]. This helps reduce the need for loans in some cases. But any shortfall
must be handled by the executors through other means —which often means either
personal funds, a bank loan (unrelated to the inheritance), or specialist probate
finance companies. In summary, Nationwide and its peers do not offer inheritance
loans, and their support is confined to using the deceased’s own account balances
to meet probate expenses.

Metro Bank (Honorable Mention)

Type of loan offered: No formal product (advisory support only). Metro Bank - a
newer high-street bank — does not advertise an inheritance loan product, but it
prides itself on personal service and has indicated it offers “bespoke inheritance-
related support” for customers[39]. This means Metro’s team will work closely
with executors to help manage the estate’s finances and potentially explore
solutions, but there is no specific inheritance advance loan on the shelf.

Key features: Metro Bank’s bereavement service will, like others, allow payment
of Inheritance Tax, probate fees, and funeral costs from the deceased’s Metro
Bank account (if funds exist)[40][41]. They have a relatively low threshold (£25,000)
above which they require probate for general fund release[42], but for paying IHT
they will use whatever funds are available (no cap, since that goes straight to
HMRC). Metro Bank is known for being customer-friendly, so in some cases they
may try to accommodate clients — for example, a Metro manager might help an
executor arrange a short-term solution (perhaps an overdraft or interim facility) if
the estate settlementis imminent. However, this would be on a discretionary,
case-by-case basis rather than a defined inheritance loan product. Any such
borrowing would likely be structured as a standard secured or unsecured loan (with
the executor as borrower), not explicitly as an “estate loan.”

Eligibility requirements: Metro’s probate assistance is available to executors of
their account holders. To use Metro’s services, you’d need to be the personal
representative and provide required documents (death certificate, your ID, and
eventually the Grant of Probate to release remaining funds). Because there’s no
official inheritance loan, there are no published eligibility criteria like minimum
inheritance value. If Metro were to offer an overdraft or loan, normal lending rules
(credit checks, etc.) would apply, and they’d base it on your situation plus the
expectation of estate funds. Metro has been included in discussions of banks that
will “consider inheritance loan facilities”, but again, this is likely through their
regular lending evaluated in light of the pending inheritance[43].

Application process: You would engage Metro Bank’s Bereavement Services
(either in-branch or via their support line). Metro will gather information on the
estate and what needs to be paid. If there is a funding gap, you could discuss
options with them — for example, asking if they would grant a temporary overdraft to
the executor’s account or a short-term personal loan that could be repaid upon
probate. There’s no formal “probate loan” application; it would be handled within
Metro’s standard lending framework, likely requiring managerial approval due to the
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unusual purpose. Metro’s inclusion in an inheritance loan context mostly signals
that they are willing to work closely with customers, rather than turn them away.
They may expedite processes or give guidance (they even partner with probate
service providers for advice). Ultimately, any loan would involve sighing a standard
credit agreement with repayment terms.

e Notable limitations/conditions: Metro Bank, like its larger peers, does not have
a purpose-built inheritance loan product — so any borrowing is at the bank’s
discretion and may be limited. Metro’s “bespoke support” implies they might be
flexible, but it’s not a guarantee of credit. They could, for instance, require the
executor to personally guarantee any loan or secure it against property if the sum is
large. Interest would be charged at Metro’s usual rates for the product used (e.g. an
overdraft rate or personal loan APR). The lack of a formal program means
executors have no clear right to an inheritance advance —it’s something to be
negotiated. Metro Bank’s primary assistance, as with others, is to ensure the
deceased’s own funds are used first (they explicitly note that account money can be
used for funeral, tax, etc.)[40]. If that’s insufficient, Metro might simply advise you
to consider specialist probate lenders. In summary, Metro Bank’s contribution is
mainly excellent customer service and guidance during probate, but no
dedicated inheritance loan facility is marketed, keeping it in line with the general
industry retreat from this kind of lending[3].

Sources: Main information has been gathered from official bank resources and financial
guidance as of 2025-2026. Notably, a 2025 review confirms that most high-street banks
have pulled back from offering inheritance loans, focusing on advice and account
services instead[1][3]. Lloyds Bank (via its Private Banking arm) is a key exception,
explicitly offering short-term Inheritance Tax loans to executors[16][15]. Other references
include bereavement support pages and expert commentary: for example, HSBC’s
bereavement FAQ (no advance, but will pay IHT from accounts)[10], NatWest-related
discussions (historical availability of IHT loans)[32], and a bridging finance guide noting
that banks like Barclays, HSBC, Lloyds, and Metro provide probate help (mostly advisory,
with actual lending often coming at high cost or via specialists)[44]. Executors and
beneficiaries are encouraged to consult these official channels or speak with the banks’
bereavement teams for the most up-to-date options available.

[11[2]1[3]1[4]1[10]1[11][28] Do UK Banks Actually Offer Inheritance Loans? - Probate Loans
https://www.probateloans.co.uk/do-banks-offer-inheritance-loans/

[5][34][35] [38] When banks add to your grief | Current accounts | The Guardian
https://www.theguardian.com/money/2002/sep/14/currentaccounts.saving1

[6]1[14][31] How to pay inheritance tax during probate (and avoid sky-high interest)


https://www.metrobankonline.co.uk/ways-to-bank/i-want-some-information-about/bereavement/#:~:text=To%20support%20you%20further%2C%20if,be%20used%20for%20the%20following
https://www.probateloans.co.uk/do-banks-offer-inheritance-loans/#:~:text=Here%E2%80%99s%20what%20major%20banks%20actually,through%20their%20private%20banking%20division
https://www.probateloans.co.uk/do-banks-offer-inheritance-loans/#:~:text=UK%20high%20street%20banks%20have,available%20through%20traditional%20banking%20channels
https://www.probateloans.co.uk/do-banks-offer-inheritance-loans/#:~:text=Here%E2%80%99s%20what%20major%20banks%20actually,through%20their%20private%20banking%20division
https://www.lloydsbank.com/private-banking/specialist-lending.html#:~:text=%2A%20,Inheritance%20Tax%20Lending%20expandable%20section
https://provira.com/do-banks-do-inheritance-loans/#:~:text=Most%20banks%20do%20not%20do,inheritance%20loans%20specifically
https://www.probateloans.co.uk/do-banks-offer-inheritance-loans/#:~:text=probate%20advisory%20services%20and%20estate,through%20their%20private%20banking%20division
https://trustsdiscussionforum.co.uk/t/inheritance-tax-loan-providers/3363#:~:text=NatWest%20still%20provide%20IHT%20loans,are%20clients%20of%20the%20bank
https://ukpropertyfinance.co.uk/news/what-banks-do-inheritance-loans/#:~:text=Barclays%20offers%20their%20help%20and,related%20support%20for%20their%20customers
https://www.probateloans.co.uk/do-banks-offer-inheritance-loans/#:~:text=UK%20high%20street%20banks%20have,available%20through%20traditional%20banking%20channels
https://www.probateloans.co.uk/do-banks-offer-inheritance-loans/#:~:text=UK%20high%20street%20banks%20have,available%20through%20traditional%20banking%20channels
https://www.probateloans.co.uk/do-banks-offer-inheritance-loans/#:~:text=Here%E2%80%99s%20what%20major%20banks%20actually,through%20their%20private%20banking%20division
https://www.probateloans.co.uk/do-banks-offer-inheritance-loans/#:~:text=However%2C%20they%20don%E2%80%99t%20extend%20to,facilities%20secured%20against%20inheritance%20expectations
https://www.probateloans.co.uk/do-banks-offer-inheritance-loans/#:~:text=probate%20advisory%20services%20and%20estate,through%20their%20private%20banking%20division
https://www.probateloans.co.uk/do-banks-offer-inheritance-loans/#:~:text=probate%20advisory%20services%20and%20estate,through%20their%20private%20banking%20division
https://www.probateloans.co.uk/do-banks-offer-inheritance-loans/#:~:text=secured%20against%20physical%20property%2C%20inheritance,beyond%20the%20borrower%E2%80%99s%20direct%20control
https://www.probateloans.co.uk/do-banks-offer-inheritance-loans/
https://www.theguardian.com/money/2002/sep/14/currentaccounts.saving1#:~:text=When%20I%20contacted%20the%20main,asked%20to%20sign%20an%20indemnity
https://www.theguardian.com/money/2002/sep/14/currentaccounts.saving1#:~:text=rather%20than%20dealing%20with%20the,the%20release%20of%20the%20money
https://www.theguardian.com/money/2002/sep/14/currentaccounts.saving1#:~:text=The%20lesson%20to%20be%20learnt,confusion%20within%20the%20banks%20themselves
https://www.theguardian.com/money/2002/sep/14/currentaccounts.saving1#:~:text=Barclays%20said%20that%20it%20won%27t,money%20before%20probate%20was%20granted
https://www.theguardian.com/money/2002/sep/14/currentaccounts.saving1
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/tax/inheritance/how-to-pay-inheritance-tax-probate-avoid-interest-charges/#:~:text=Under%20the%20direct%20payment%20scheme%2C,inheritance%20tax%20bill%2C%20without%20probate
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/tax/inheritance/how-to-pay-inheritance-tax-probate-avoid-interest-charges/#:~:text=The%20most%20straightforward%20way%20to,called%20the%20direct%20payment%20scheme
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/tax/inheritance/how-to-pay-inheritance-tax-probate-avoid-interest-charges/#:~:text=In%20the%20worst%20case%20scenario%2C,of%20the%20estate%20as%20security

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/tax/inheritance/how-to-pay-inheritance-tax-probate-
avoid-interest-charges/

[7]1[37] What to do when someone dies | Barclays
https://www.barclays.co.uk/what-to-do-when-someone-dies/
[8][9]1[40][41] When someone dies | Bereavement services | Metro Bank

https://www.metrobankonline.co.uk/ways-to-bank/i-want-some-information-
about/bereavement/

[12][13] FAQs And Important Documents | Bereavement - HSBC UK
https://www.hsbc.co.uk/help/life-events/bereavement/faqgs/

[15][24][25][27] Do Banks do Inheritance Loans? | Provira
https://provira.com/do-banks-do-inheritance-loans/

[16]1[17]1[18]1[19]1[21][22] [23] [26] Specialist Lending | Private Banking | Lloyds Bank
https://www.lloydsbank.com/private-banking/specialist-lending.html

[20][39][43] [44] What Banks Do Inheritance Loans?
https://ukpropertyfinance.co.uk/news/what-banks-do-inheritance-loans/

[29][30] Freedom of will -- possible ways of raising money in order to pay inheritance tax |
News | Law Gazette

https://www.lawgazette.co.uk/news/freedom-of-will-possible-ways-of-raising-money-in-
order-to-pay-inheritance-tax-/19668.article

[32] Inheritance tax loan providers - Trusts Discussion - The Trusts Discussion Forum
https://trustsdiscussionforum.co.uk/t/inheritance-tax-loan-providers/3363

[33] Estate Administration Service - Premier Banking - NatWest
https://www.natwest.com/premier-banking/services/estate-administration.html
[36] [PDF] Bereavement guide - Santander UK

https://www.santander.co.uk/content/dam/sites/santander-uk-
cb/resources/documents/misc/bereavement_guide.pdf

[42] Bank Limits for Probate | Co-op Legal ...

https://www.co-oplegalservices.co.uk/probate-solicitors/bank-limits-thresholds-probate/


https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/tax/inheritance/how-to-pay-inheritance-tax-probate-avoid-interest-charges/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/money/tax/inheritance/how-to-pay-inheritance-tax-probate-avoid-interest-charges/
https://www.barclays.co.uk/what-to-do-when-someone-dies/#:~:text=What%20to%20do%20when%20someone,right%20to%20deal%20with
https://www.barclays.co.uk/what-to-do-when-someone-dies/#:~:text=What%20to%20do%20when%20someone,right%20to%20deal%20with
https://www.barclays.co.uk/what-to-do-when-someone-dies/
https://www.metrobankonline.co.uk/ways-to-bank/i-want-some-information-about/bereavement/#:~:text=match%20at%20L623%20If%20Inheritance,completed%20IHT423%20form%20from%20HMRC
https://www.metrobankonline.co.uk/ways-to-bank/i-want-some-information-about/bereavement/#:~:text=If%20Inheritance%20Tax%20does%20need,completed%20IHT423%20form%20from%20HMRC
https://www.metrobankonline.co.uk/ways-to-bank/i-want-some-information-about/bereavement/#:~:text=To%20support%20you%20further%2C%20if,be%20used%20for%20the%20following
https://www.metrobankonline.co.uk/ways-to-bank/i-want-some-information-about/bereavement/#:~:text=,Probate%20or%20confirmation%20fees
https://www.metrobankonline.co.uk/ways-to-bank/i-want-some-information-about/bereavement/
https://www.metrobankonline.co.uk/ways-to-bank/i-want-some-information-about/bereavement/
https://www.hsbc.co.uk/help/life-events/bereavement/faqs/#:~:text=help%20you%20by%20paying%20the,subject%20to%20limits
https://www.hsbc.co.uk/help/life-events/bereavement/faqs/#:~:text=If%20there%20are%20insufficient%20funds,cover%20these%20costs%2C%20guidance%20on
https://www.hsbc.co.uk/help/life-events/bereavement/faqs/
https://provira.com/do-banks-do-inheritance-loans/#:~:text=Most%20banks%20do%20not%20do,inheritance%20loans%20specifically
https://provira.com/do-banks-do-inheritance-loans/#:~:text=Lloyds%20are%20unique%20in%20offering,an%20existing%20account%20with%20them
https://provira.com/do-banks-do-inheritance-loans/#:~:text=Lloyds%20are%20unique%20in%20offering,an%20existing%20account%20with%20them
https://provira.com/do-banks-do-inheritance-loans/#:~:text=However%2C%20inheritance%20loans%20offered%20by,you%20take%20out%20the%20loan
https://provira.com/do-banks-do-inheritance-loans/
https://www.lloydsbank.com/private-banking/specialist-lending.html#:~:text=%2A%20,Inheritance%20Tax%20Lending%20expandable%20section
https://www.lloydsbank.com/private-banking/specialist-lending.html#:~:text=,benefit%20from%20a%20dedicated%20contact
https://www.lloydsbank.com/private-banking/specialist-lending.html#:~:text=%2A%20,Inheritance%20Tax%20Lending%20expandable%20section
https://www.lloydsbank.com/private-banking/specialist-lending.html#:~:text=,a%20wide%20range%20of%20assets
https://www.lloydsbank.com/private-banking/specialist-lending.html#:~:text=,benefit%20from%20a%20dedicated%20contact
https://www.lloydsbank.com/private-banking/specialist-lending.html#:~:text=How%20much%20we%20lend%2C%20the,Security%20may%20be%20required
https://www.lloydsbank.com/private-banking/specialist-lending.html#:~:text=Our%20Specialist%20Lending%20service%20is,Fees%20and%20charges%20will%20apply
https://www.lloydsbank.com/private-banking/specialist-lending.html#:~:text=We%20offer%20finance%20solutions%20to,help%20you%20achieve%20your%20goals
https://www.lloydsbank.com/private-banking/specialist-lending.html
https://ukpropertyfinance.co.uk/news/what-banks-do-inheritance-loans/#:~:text=inheritance
https://ukpropertyfinance.co.uk/news/what-banks-do-inheritance-loans/#:~:text=Barclays%20offers%20their%20help%20and,related%20support%20for%20their%20customers
https://ukpropertyfinance.co.uk/news/what-banks-do-inheritance-loans/#:~:text=Several%20major%20banks%20in%20the,in%20an%20advisory%20capacity%20only
https://ukpropertyfinance.co.uk/news/what-banks-do-inheritance-loans/#:~:text=Barclays%20offers%20their%20help%20and,related%20support%20for%20their%20customers
https://ukpropertyfinance.co.uk/news/what-banks-do-inheritance-loans/
https://www.lawgazette.co.uk/news/freedom-of-will-possible-ways-of-raising-money-in-order-to-pay-inheritance-tax-/19668.article#:~:text=a%20change%20of%20attitude%2C%20due%2C,the%20bank%20might%20release%20funds
https://www.lawgazette.co.uk/news/freedom-of-will-possible-ways-of-raising-money-in-order-to-pay-inheritance-tax-/19668.article#:~:text=Banks%20state%20that%20charges%20depend,their%20relationship%20with%20their%20clients
https://www.lawgazette.co.uk/news/freedom-of-will-possible-ways-of-raising-money-in-order-to-pay-inheritance-tax-/19668.article
https://www.lawgazette.co.uk/news/freedom-of-will-possible-ways-of-raising-money-in-order-to-pay-inheritance-tax-/19668.article
https://trustsdiscussionforum.co.uk/t/inheritance-tax-loan-providers/3363#:~:text=NatWest%20still%20provide%20IHT%20loans,are%20clients%20of%20the%20bank
https://trustsdiscussionforum.co.uk/t/inheritance-tax-loan-providers/3363
https://www.natwest.com/premier-banking/services/estate-administration.html#:~:text=Administering%20an%20estate%20can%20be,Learn%20more
https://www.natwest.com/premier-banking/services/estate-administration.html
https://www.santander.co.uk/content/dam/sites/santander-uk-cb/resources/documents/misc/bereavement_guide.pdf#:~:text=%5BPDF%5D%20Bereavement%20guide%20,Bereavement%20Assist%20on%200800
https://www.santander.co.uk/content/dam/sites/santander-uk-cb/resources/documents/misc/bereavement_guide.pdf
https://www.santander.co.uk/content/dam/sites/santander-uk-cb/resources/documents/misc/bereavement_guide.pdf
https://www.co-oplegalservices.co.uk/probate-solicitors/bank-limits-thresholds-probate/#:~:text=Bank%20Limits%20for%20Probate%20,for%20probate%20for%20another
https://www.co-oplegalservices.co.uk/probate-solicitors/bank-limits-thresholds-probate/

